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the religious beliefs prevailing in antebellum Turkey,
and also calls attention to the different Mohammedan
sects, notably the mutually antagonistic Shia and Sunni
branches. The doctrines and practices of the Moham-
medan religion require further elucidation than can be
presented in Dr. Porter's able but brief chapter. It may
be well, therefore, to add that the Mohammedan religion
was founded by an Arab, born in Mecca in the year
569 a.d. This man, Mohammed, who declared himself to
be the prophet of God, made known his revelations in
the Koran, the sacred book of Islam. The corner stone
in the faith is the unity of God which finds its expression
in two leading dogmas, "La illab il Allah" (There is
no God but God) and "Mohammed Resold Allah" (Mo-
hammed is the Prophet of God). The Mohammedan be-
lieves in the efficacy of prayer and in a paradise which
has its delights and its punishments. He is not embar-
rassed to make a show of his religion when it comes to
the "sweet hour of prayer/' Islam insists upon thor-
ough abstinence from strong drink, it expects that all
Moslems give liberally to charity, that they shall observe
the fasting days, and that they shall make at least one
pilgrimage to Mecca during their lifetime, either in per-
son or by proxy. Before entering the mosque, the be-
lievers are required to wash their hands, feet, and faces,
and to remove their shoes; one result is that there are
numerous beautiful fountains in Turkey.
Whether the tenets of Islam are incompatible with
progress is a much discussed question. Sir W. M. Eamsay
has expressed the conviction that the Mohammedan relig-
ion is perhaps better suited than any other for persons
in an early stage of civilization, although there is a seri-
ous lack in its inability to provide inspiring, constructive
principles for training the youth. Rev. H. 0. Dwight
in his "Constantinople audits Problems" calls attention
to the distinction which should be made between the ritual

